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GOSSIP GUS

Dont get your wires crossed
trying to figure out who I am.
Thats one secret I will never tell.
XOX0, Gossip Gus

INVEST IN YOUR
HAPPINESS
Memories are priceless.
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Eagles stunning 45 to 42 win on
Saturday evening
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The Death of
Queen Elizabeth II:
Armstrong Student Comments

England has been prepping for
this day since Queen Elizabeth
was crowned, so there is a plan
in place that is already being put
into action following her death.
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Gossip Gus: Site Sync or Swim
Hey Eagle Nation, Gossip Gus here!
I’m the number one source of gus-sip here on campus and I am dying to tell you about my newest tip. Spotted: several trucks
arriving at Armstrong Campus with millions in technology aboard.
We all know there’s been some changes to Armstrong within the recent years. The biggest being the arrival of yours truly,
of course. I’ve kept my eagle eye out for any new changes here in Savannah. Today. I’m here to break the news on Armstrong
Campus’ biggest change yet.
My sources tell me Armstrong Campus is rumored to move fully online by as early as next semester. Things started slowly at
first. Courses started becoming site-sync, students had to make the tiring trip out to Statesboro for short hour-long classes.
Now, it appears that the entirety of Armstrong Campus might just become one big computer lab altogether.
Don’t get your feathers in a bunch, the shuttle over to Statesboro will still be offered. In place of labs, students can expect to
partake in virtual laboratory simulations.
“The future is pixelated,” one correspondent told me. “You can either fly with eagles, site-sync or swim.”
The digitalization of Armstrong doesn’t stop there: this is all a part of a 5-year plan to introduce a Matrix of college life.
Future generations of students can expect to plug into class every morning without the need to even change out of their
pajamas.
The matrix is said to be an exact replica of the Statesboro Campus. Walks down Greek Row, frisbee at SweetHeart Circle and
trips to Insomnia Cookies will complete the college experience.
I personally can’t wait to soar into the virtual world of digital learning.
Don’t get your wires crossed trying to figure out who I am. That’s one secret I will never tell.
You know you love me,
XOXO,

Gossip Gus

A Look Into Georgia Southern’s
Upset Against Nebraska
BY JABARI GIBBS - Editor-In-Chief
Following the Eagle’s stunning 45-42 win Saturday evening against Nebraska, the fervent Cornhuskers fanbase started to chant “Fire
Frost.” These chants came to fruition as the former head coach Scott Frost was fired Sunday afternoon after compiling a 16-31 record at
Nebraska. The Eagles were paid $1.5 million to play Nebraska and prevailed with a win on their opponent’s home field.
This win marked the Eagle’s first win against a power five opponent since Florida in 2013. The Eagles also broke Nebraska’s 214-0
streak when scoring at least 35 points at Memorial Stadium.
Georgia Southern transfer quarterback Kyle Vantrease was under the helm at Buffalo when they lost to Nebraska last year. However,
Vantrease’s performance on the 10th starkly contrasted, as he passed for 409 yards on a 66% completion rate with one touchdown. Which
landed him the Walter Camp National Player of Week honors; Vantrease is the first Georgia Southern player in the program’s history to
win the award. The only deficiency in Vantrease’s game was the two interceptions to Marques Buford.
The rushing duo of Gerald Green and Jalen White put up a combined 217 yards on the ground with four touchdowns. Standout
wideout Derwin Burgess Jr. also stuffed the stat sheet with 119 yards receiving.
The game-winning drive, which gathered 75 yards in 11 plays, indicated that the team may have commenced a much-needed culture
change. With a multitude of new faces in the locker room, the man at the head of it all, Clay Helton, could be exactly what the program
needed.
Georgia Southern finished with a meager 3-9 record last season, Helton, who was introduced as head coach back in November 2021
following his dismissal from Southern California just two games into his seventh season. Helton came to Georgia Southern with a clean
slate into a football program in desperate need of direction.
Helton’s track record at USC was respectable, to say the least, finishing with a 46-24 record and a Pac-12 championship in 2017. Some
questioned if Helton had lost this winning approach after the end of his USC run. These doubts were eased slightly after the Sept 3, 59-7
win against Morgan State of the FCS division.
One intriguing aspect is the transformation of the Eagle’s offense after being a run-heavy, option-style offense to a more balanced
scheme. This allows the eagles to rely on whatever is working. If the defense loads up, they can attack aerially; likewise, with the rushing
game, if the defense anticipates a pass, they can counter with a running attack.
This formula of taking whatever the defense gives them may be what the Eagles need to continue the success of what the season has
brought so far. The road ahead is strenuous as the Sun-Belt has established itself as a challenging conference with Louisiana, Coastal
Carolina and Appalachian State, all of whom the Eagles will face this season.
There will be no “free wins” the Eagles should take every game on the schedule with caution, but if Saturday’s win is any indicator,
then the Eagles could be in store for a promising season.
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Grace Notes:
I don’t know about you guys,
but I have to be honest. School
is taking a couple of extra hits at
me this week. It’s nice to be in
the flow of the semester, but that
also means the work is beginning
to pile up. So, I am about two
assignments short of a freak-out.
To
help
cope
with
my
impending doom and maybe
help some of you, I thought I
would share how I handle the
stress.
The first order of business is
to scream a bit and get all my big
feelings out. This usually helps
calm the anxiousness building

up in my brain.
Repeat as needed.
After
you’ve
scared
your
neighbors with your scream,
make sure the space you are
working in is somewhat tidy.
Take 15 minutes to create
a
peaceful
and
productive
workspace. Sometimes, a messy
area can overwhelm your senses.
The next thing that always
offers me a little clarity is to write
it all out. In whatever fashion
you choose, list every task you
must complete (even the little
ones). Having a running list can
help organize your thoughts to

3

some degree.
Once you have your checklist,
live by it. Also, make sure to
cross off as you go, so your brain
can get the endorphins to boost.
Another added layer is to
set yourself up for a prize. For
example, if I finish all of my
assignments by Friday, I get
to eat at my favorite Mexican
restaurant. This allows my brain
to work towards something.
Another
vital
thing
to
remember is it is good to take
breaks. If you have read the
same sentence five times and still
cannot make sense of it, then it
may be time to step away for a
few minutes and rest your mind.
Just don’t let a few minutes turn

into
a
few
hours.
Naps are also
a great way to
refresh
the
brain.
I have heard that
the perfect nap is 27
minutes.
Personally,
a
nap sometimes doubled my
productivity.
While these tips are helpful,
the bulk of the work is still up
to you. But, I firmly believe we
can all be successful in our own
right.
I hope some of these tips help
you. I will tell you what I keep
telling myself; school is essential,
but if you mess up on something,
it won’t be the end of the world.

Gossip Gus:

A Presidential Sleepover

Hey Eagle Nation! Your favorite
campus icon here to report the latest on
campus news.
With the semester in full swing,
student organizations have been racing
to host different events and gain some
traction with the new student body.
Make them apart of the nest, if you will.
That doesn’t mean that professors
can’t have some fun too.
Sink your talons into this.
After his University Address last
week, President Marrero hosted a
sleepover for members of the panel in
Windward Commons.
In attendance were Carl Reiber, Bill
Dawers, Scott Taylor, and Kyle Marrero
himself.
Rumor has it that the panel chose
the best room in Windward, a grueling
task, and kicked off their presidential

sleepover with a movie
night.
A secret source tells me
that Dawers chose The
Parent Trap for their movie,
and Reiber got too inspired
with
Lindsay
Lohan’s
antics.
“I woke up to Reiber
trying to move my bed to
Windward’s
roof,”
one
student reported.
We haven’t seen any more
antics from the panel, but I
would keep a close eye on
your feathers.
So, who am I, you ask?
That’s one secret I’ll never
tell. You know you love me.
XOXO, Gossip Gus.
PHOTO COURTESY OF BAZYA SMITH
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Student Poll: What Should Replace the Gus Mart?
Ainslie Smith The George Anne Staff

S

out of the program. Additionally, Robertson

tudents are allowed to help choose what

affirms that the bookstores will be offering the

will be taking over the space inside the Student

lowest prices available from the publishers of

Union that the Gus Mart formerly occupied.

these textbooks. “We want to be cutting edge;

Students can also learn about a program

we want to be able to provide the required

that will help them with their required course

material for students, when the students need

materials by the first day of classes.

it,” said Robertson.
For more information about the Day 1 Access

Positive outcomes
through Renovations:

program, visit this Georgia Southern University
Store webpage. For further questions about the

I recently met with Derick Robertson, the

program, email Textbooks@GeorgiaSouthern.edu.

Director of Retail Services, and discussed services faced in the first few weeks of classes
some changes in the Student Union. While as the unexpected semester complications
some students may be apprehensive about that have grown to be expected. This semester,
the consolidation of the bookstore and the one of the publishers of textbooks widely used
Gus Mart, Robertson is hopeful that these at Georgia Southern had neglected to inform
renovations will bring about positive changes retailers of increasing prices. In turn, students
for the student body and faculty of Georgia could not access certain online textbooks after
Southern.
He describes the remodeling of the bookstore

purchasing them.
In previous semesters, supply chain issues

as an opportunity that has freed up space and labor shortages prevented physical
within the Student Union and created a one- textbooks from being delivered on time.
stop shop for students to buy supplies, snacks
Robertson has asked me to create a poll in

Automatic billing through
your GSU account:

which students can give their opinion about

The solution that Robertson suggests to help

and spirit-wear.

what should replace the Gus Mart. You can find students receive their course materials on
this poll at thegerogeanne.com and search this time is a program called Day 1 Access. This
article.

Complications with
school materials:

program encourages instructors to submit
their required course materials to retail
services so that the supplies can be ordered
and secured before the coming semester.

In the recently published article, “What’s Students will then be automatically billed
Happening in the Student Union,” I asked through their Georgia Southern accounts and
Robertson some of the questions I still had receive access to their materials by the first
about the difficulties both students and staff day of classes. For some students, the thought
have faced this semester regarding books and of automatically being charged for textbooks
course materials.

sends a shiver down their spine, but Robertson

Robertson described the obstacles that retail assures us that students can easily opt-in or
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Whats Happening in
the Student Union

9.13.22
experiencing regarding the changes in the
Student Union. Aside from the mysterious
vacancies we are seeing in the building, I
wanted to know a little bit about some of
the issues students are having specifically
in the Bookstore.
I, for one, am having trouble purchasing an
Ebook through the schools portal, much to
my confusion. After entering my payment
information and receiving a receipt of
confirmation, I was refunded the payment
and did not receive access to the textbook I
desperately needed.
Garcia acknowledged that the bookstore
has had several issues with electronic
books this semester and says that,
“When that happens we do not have any
control of that. The publisher for some
reason discontinued the availability.” She
recommends that students work with their
professors and utilize the help desk in these
instances.
In recent years, the entire world has
suffered from an apparent shortage of labor
and unfortunately, student jobs have not
been spared from this crisis.

Ainslie Smith The George Anne Staff

In a recent interview with Jessika Garcia,
the Bookstore Manager on the Armstrong
campus, I asked about some of the
problems students have noticed in the
Student Union.
Things have been less than ideal in the
Student Union, with Starbucks’ hours being
cut, the closure of Chick-fil-a for the first
few weeks of school and the absence of the
beloved Gus Mart in this common area.
Many students are scratching their heads
about what could be going on with our
campus’s hottest-spot.
Firstly, the Gus Marts new location
is permanently moved inside of the
Bookstore, according to Garcia. At the time
of the interview she said that they were
still waiting on electrical work to be done
so coolers could be moved in. Garcia says
that this process has not been easy, with
only three weeks to make room and move
everything in.
But what will be taking the place that was
once occupied by the Gus Mart?
“We don’t know what’s happening there,”
said Garcia.
This was not exactly the answer I was
looking for, but this quote does speak
to some of the confusion we are all

Garcia reports that the bookstore is
receiving less applications than in previous
semesters. The bookstore offers flexible
hours for students and is always looking to
employ them, but they are having a hard
time finding people to fill the positions.
Unsurprisingly, the answer to how this
problem may have arisen could be
attributed to the pay. Starting positions at
the bookstore are accommodated with
merely $8 an hour. This job is paying less
than $1 an hour above minimum wage
to college students, some of the most
financially vulnerable people. At this time
I am unsure how or why this pay rate has
been decided upon, but I do know that it
simply isn’t going to cut it for most students.
Garcia appeared optimistic and was
pleasant throughout the interview, in spite
of how stressful some of these problems
may be for someone in a managerial
position.
At the end of the day, the bookstore is
where students go to get all of the materials
and supplies they need for their classes,
and Garcia seems to be doing what she can
to support them.
“We are always here doing our best to
help you. Our goal is always to help as best
we can with your needs with classes and
books,” said Garcia.
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Campus Spotlight: Soccer Club
Jake Granger The George Anne Staff

The dreadful gnats won’t keep the
soccer club away from the fields as
they gear up for their third week of
practice.

S

looking to keep playing or simply
stay in shape are welcome to try out
and join the team. Club sports are
co-ed, in other words, everyone’s
invited. Club sports require a cerAlthough Armstrong’s campus tain amount of males and females
sports are oftentimes at the back to be on the field at one time.
of people’s minds, this student-led
club decided to branch off and cre- “ The soccer club has benefited me
ate something special.
by being able to stay active on top of
taking 18 hours this semester along
Not only do they practice week af- with finding numerous friends that
ter week, they also compete against I have really connected with,” said
other schools. Just last semester Fransisco Armstrong.
they squared off against Statesboro
and College of Coastal Georgia’s The Eagles will be kicking off their
club teams.
season sometime in October. For
more information about club sports
“My favorite part of being president visit Campus Recreation and Intrais introducing myself and the team murals or email Wb09273@gergiato new players, whether they are southern.edu.
veteran players or someone who
hasn’t touched a ball in years. It
brings joy to see people falling back
in love with their sport,” said President of the Soccer Club, William
Backes.

campus life.
I asked the Assistant Director of Student
Activities, Paul Bradley Jr., about the
purpose of the office, and he responded,
“Our goal is to make sure we are
connecting students with organizations,
first-year students primarily, and to
heighten student traditions.”
Candace McCray, the Assistant Director

In addition to managing their own
finances, making a competition
schedule and recruiting other students to join the club, the team
members still find a way to manage
their time at school.
The soccer club is a great opportunity for athletes to stick with the
sports they love after high school.
Incoming freshmen and any student

Upstairs in the Student Union
Emmalyne RoperThe George Anne Staff

of Sorority and Fraternity Life, reminded
tudents, a lot goes on behind the me that Fall recruitment begins on
scenes that we don’t often see. A few Wednesday this week.
organizations work hard to bring us
all sorts of events and involvement Another event fast approaching is
opportunities on campus, including the Celebrate. While these offices are not
“Sculpt It” canned food drive, all aspects of responsible for hosting it, OSA has said
Greek Life, and so much more on campus. to be on the lookout for information on
The Office of Student Activities recently Celebrate Spirit Week.
held an open house to bring awareness to
The open house allowed students to
a few of the organizations that plan these engage with some of the office staff
events.
members and learn about what they
There is now a collective space called do. The suite is an excellent source of
As well as being members of the
the Student Involvement Suite that hosts information for student involvement, and
soccer club, the team also particithe Office of Sorority and Fraternity Life, it is highly recommended that you stop by pates in various intramural events
throughout the year such as flag
Leadership and Community Engagement to learn about what’s happening.
and the Office of Student Activities (OSA).
Be sure to check your student inbox and football, kickball and dodgeball, and
the team often walks away with the
The offices are a combination of student our website to stay up to date with the
gold. This has created a family-like
and staff workers, and they are open to latest Armstrong news.
environment that has spread like
wildfire.
students seeking information about
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Opportunities in the Community:
Fall 2022 Savannah Browse

BY AINSLIE SMITH
News Editor

The Office of Student
Activities recently invited
students to explore the
goods and services of local
businesses,
non-profit
agencies and various campus
departments at the Fall 2022
Savannah Browse, hosted by
the Office of Student Activities
Paul Bradley, the assistant
director of the Office of Student
Activities, shared that the
purpose of The Browse was for
different campus departments
and local organizations to
engage with new and returning
students to get them involved
with upcoming activities and
opportunities.
A diverse gathering of
organizations turned up to
the event. It showcased many
different ways for students to
get involved with servicing the
community and the campus
they are a part of.

Nonprofit
organizations
such as Ogeechee Riverkeeper
shared their current volunteer
opportunities
with
the
attendees.
Kris
Howard
of Ogeechee Riverkeeper
encouraged students to take
part in the volunteer programs,
highlighting the gratification
of helping out your local
community and taking care of
the environment and habitats
we rely on.
Attendees were encouraged
to sign up for informational
newsletters
and
free
subscriptions to learn more
about the individual programs
and opportunities.
Some of the participating
departments and businesses
passed
out
flyers,
free
merchandise and vouchers to
attendees.
Georgia Regional HospitalSavannah was represented by
Hallie Worthington
and a

service dog at the Savannah
Browse. Worthington said
that the goal of reaching out
to students was to inform,
destigmatize and expand
volunteer opportunities in the
community regarding mental
health.
Relay
For
Life,
an
organization that most of us
are familiar with, was also
in attendance at the event. I
picked up one of their flyers
that outlined their numerous
volunteer opportunities in the
local area.
These opportunities include
helping to plan fundraising
activities throughout the year,
organizing event activities
for children and teams and
recruiting new businesses
for sponsorship with Relay
For Life and partnership
with
the

American Cancer Society.
Additionally, the Relay For
Life booth provided flyers
with the recommended cancer
screening tests for different
age groups and a save-thedate information card for the
Relay For Life of the Coastal
Empire 2023.
There
were
also
a
wide variety of student
organizations at the event,
to promote many different
aspects of health, wellness
and community. The Wellness
Ambassadors, a part of the
Student Wellness and Health
Promotion department, passed
out goodies and information
cards
about
upcoming
wellness events and
how to

Reading Like Rory
BY BRIANNA
LANCASTER

a gilmore girls reading challenge

Staff Writer

I was one of those kids who would get
scolded for reading under the covers with a
flashlight long past her bedtime.
Not everyone finds reading enjoyable.
Many of the book lovers’ pages I follow on
Facebook have exasperated mothers and
students asking the same questions: “I read
this book and enjoyed it. What are some
others like it that you think I might enjoy?”
or “My child (insert age and gender here)

Page designed by Gigi Howell

HATES reading. What are some books you
recommend to get them hooked?”
A few years ago, my mother and I found
a solution in a television show of all things.
We relate on a personal level to the show
“Gilmore Girls.” A young mother and her
teenage daughter/best friend, both cultured
witty bookworms, living in a small town…
did the show writers read our diaries or
something?
Throughout the show’s seven-season
run, as well as the four-episode revival
series, several books are referenced. Then

someone had a rather genius
idea: to sit down and make
a reading challenge list of the 408 books
mentioned.
So what makes this reading challenge
different? One word: VARIETY. Most
reading lists I have come across over the
years have a certain theme. The Rory
Gilmore Reading Challenge spans several
genres and even age groups; there are even
play scripts on the list.
Some of the hundreds of books on the list
include:
The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank

join the organization.
The Office of Multicultural
Affairs shared its mission
of diversity and cultural
enrichment with students
during the event, advertising
their
mentorship
and
student success programs
and their upcoming heritage
celebrations. Some of the
upcoming events hosted by
this department include the
MLK Celebration and the Holi
Festival of Colors.
For more information about
how to get involved with
student organizations such
as the ones mentioned above,
visit the student organization
directory on the Office of
Student Activities web page
and browse through the
hundreds of groups looking
for new members.

New Poems of Emily Dickinson by Emily
Dickinson
Driving Miss Daisy On Broadway by
Alfred Uhry
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by
J.K. Rowling
How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr.
Seuss
The great thing is that you don’t need to
be an Ivy League scholar like Rory Gilmore
to find something to enjoy on her reading
list. It’s a goal to slowly work toward at
your leisure. Challenge yourself to make
reading fun!
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The Death of Queen Elizabeth II:
Armstrong Student Comments
BY EMMALYNE ROPER
Managing Editor

BY SUNNY GIRARDEAU
Staff Writer
Georgia Southern understands the importance of health and wellness for students, especially, post-Covid.
Health and Wellness ambassadors help promote mental and physical wellness on campus. The Health and
Wellness Center is a safe space for students to be able to prosper in their college life.
Students can visit the Health and Wellness office at the end of the ROTC hall located in the new Recreation
Center on campus.
Student Wellness and Health’s goals are to keep students on campus happy and healthy.
Programs and services available are but are not limited to, emotional and physical wellbeing, sexual health
and safe drinking. Student Wellness and Health’s main goal is to provide resources and community to all Georgia
Southern students.
“This program is directed towards all students at Georgia Southern,” Icis Sutton, president of the Wellness
Ambassadors, said. “Our main goal is to just educate students on different aspects of health.”
Keep a look out for their future events:
Fresh Check Day promotes mental health and suicide prevention. This will be tabling in the Savannah
Ballroom on Wednesday, September 28, 2022, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Commit to Consent Rally hosts interactive booths on educating students on consent and bystander
intervention. The rally will be held on October 12, 2022, from 11 am. To 2 p.m. However, the location will be
announced at a later date.
Other events to keep an eye out for are The Body Project and Plant Positivity. More information will be
disclosed at a later date.

Picture Taken By:
Bazya Smith

Thursday, September 8th, 2022, at 6:30 pm in Balmoral, Scotland, Queen Elizabeth
II passed away at 96 years-old.
England has been prepping for this day since Queen Elizabeth was crowned, so
there is a plan in place that is already being put into action following her death. Prince
Charles, the next successor, has already taken the throne.
As everyone grapples with coming to terms with this new realization, a few
Armstrong students have shared their opinions and comments regarding this tragic
event:
“I think it’s strange that they have a monarch, personally. I think they should just
get rid of that. I think they have too much power in the year 22” -Jake Quinn.
“I’m not happy with it. She outlasted Marilyn Monroe” -Eduardo Cruz
“I’m completely shocked. I honestly have no words” -Afifa Abdelkader.
“It’s sad to see one of the longest reigning monarchs die. I’m looking forward to
seeing what Charles has in store” -Charter Nickles.
“Surprised but not that surprised” -Vincent Marsan
The overall atmosphere surrounding this event is confusion, shock and an interest
in what comes next for the Monarchy and the world.
“I find it interesting that even here in the United States we are still interested and
invested in monarchal events” -Sydney Ware.
“I think it’s incredible that she held the throne for 70 years. I don’t know how it’s
going to affect the political standpoint around the world. It’s going to change a lot”
-Cassi Cooper.
“I wasn’t expecting her to die. I find it funny that we care so much about the
Monarchy when we were the ones who wanted to leave” -Lauren Davis.
After reigning for 70 years, we can expect a ripple effect following her absence.

LibraryArchives is licensed under
CC BY 2.0.

Be sure to check your student inbox and our website to stay up to date with the
latest Armstrong news.

Opinion: Invest in Your Happiness
BY AMIR ALEXANDER
Arts & Entertainment Editor
“Memories are priceless.”
That’s what I constantly tell myself whenever I break my college student budget to invest in something which will deliver me an
immeasurable amount of serotonin.
Last month, I made the costly investment to see Wicked on Broadway. It was my final day in New York, and I couldn’t allow myself
to leave the city without checking off one of the most significant items on my bucket list.
The production was insane, the cocktails were $18 and the experience was as close to heaven on Earth as it gets. Although I had to
pick up extra shifts when I got back to make up for the price of a trip to Oz, I would readily repeat the process again.
With so many stressors in a college student’s life, we must find ways to alleviate the tension. There are no rules in this process. It can
be as little an action as buying yourself a Snickers bar from GUS Mart.
Frugality is understandable. There’ve been moments when I needed to stretch a finite amount of funds over an extended period of
time. Still, I’ve always held the notion that happiness has no bounds.
Something as little as an ice cream party or a heart-shaped pizza to accompany a Twilight marathon can turn a week around.
There’s a longstanding notion that money cannot buy happiness. It seems like an easy judgment to make when solely considering the
fundamental concepts of money and happiness. But things quickly become muddy the more you evaluate the idea.
Seeing Wicked did not add or take anything away from my life on a technical level. But it made me happy and left a grand enough
impression that I feel the need to discuss it in an article.
While money doesn’t directly correlate to happiness, it does allow you to have experiences that ultimately lead to happiness.
“Experiences seem to be more deeply connected to our sense of self,” Elizabeth Dunn, a psychology professor at the University of
British Columbia, revealed in an interview with CNN that took a hard look at the correlation between money and happiness.

When considering this perspective, I realized how many of my own experiences couldn’t have been possible without some form
of investment.
I invest time in school to ensure my grades stay up. I purchase textbooks and design software because I know that ends justify the
means. I’ll leave college with a well of information to dip into. I will get to spend the rest of my life doing something I love. It isn’t
about the money spent. It’s about the emotional return.
During one particularly rough semester, a friend and I habitually took trips to GUS Mart every Friday afternoon. We’d always buy
a different soda to sample together. When orange-vanilla Cokes first dropped, we were the first in line to grab a bottle.
Sometimes, thinking about sipping on a shared bottle of sugar in the rain brings a smile to my face. It only took two dollars to
create something that I will forever cherish as a golden moment in my life.
In Wicked, ‘happy’ is defined as something that happens “when all your dreams come true.” But this feeling doesn’t come without
stipulations. “There’s a kind of a sort of…cost.”
Junior Nursing Majors Emmi Prost and Helena Huong echoed the sentiment. While money does provide you with material things
which can lead to happiness, it becomes stale when it is the only thing someone pursues.
“We can’t just have objects to equate to internal fulfillment,” Emmi said.
“We are social creatures,” Helena reasoned. For her, it is much more worthwhile to invest time into things that enrich your life like
study sessions in The Learning Commons or Starbucks runs.
“Instead of just staying in your room and getting on technology that’s not even real, you’re going out and having actual
experiences,” Emmi continued.
Spoiler: the overarching message delivered by the end of Wicked is that the memories and experiences we create are the things
that mold us into the people we are. It takes some magic and commitment to make those things happen.
One needs to be willing to invest in their happiness to achieve happiness. It will change you for good.
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